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	Status: This policy reflects the EYFS framework effective 1 September 2026. The learning/development and assessment sections operate differently for wraparound and holiday providers, but safeguarding and welfare requirements continue to apply to early-years children.



Key 2026 updates incorporated
Updated to the EYFS statutory framework effective 1 September 2026.
Clarified the special position of before/after-school and holiday provision for children who normally attend Reception or older, and the different position for younger children.
Added the September 2026 requirement to have regard to early-years screen-use guidance and reflected strengthened safeguarding/welfare changes.
Updated references to staff suitability, health, behaviour, SEND, risk assessment and Watermore school liaison.
1. Scope
The Lil Rascals is committed to meeting the EYFS requirements that apply to its Ofsted-registered provision at Watermore. The EYFS applies to early-years provision in England for children from birth until immediately before 1 September after their fifth birthday.
2. Before/after-school and holiday provision
Where provision is solely before/after-school care or holiday care for children who normally attend Reception class or an older class during the school day, the setting does not need to meet or be guided by the EYFS learning and development and assessment requirements in Sections 1 and 2. The setting will nevertheless provide high-quality, child-centred play and care.
If the setting provides wraparound/holiday care for a child younger than Reception age, it will be guided by the learning and development and assessment requirements but does not have to meet them in the same way as a primary early-years provider. The setting will discuss with parents/carers and other providers the support it intends to offer.
All providers caring for children aged 0 to 5 must meet the applicable safeguarding and welfare requirements in Section 3 of the EYFS.
3. Play, relationships and the child’s experience
Children will be offered a balance of child-initiated play, social opportunities, outdoor/physical activity and optional adult-supported experiences.
Children will not be forced to participate in a particular activity where a safe alternative is available.
Staff will build warm, respectful relationships and will adapt communication and support to individual needs.
The setting will promote children’s wellbeing, independence, healthy choices and ability to manage emotions and relationships.
4. Key person and partnership with parents
Each EYFS child will be assigned a key person in accordance with the EYFS. The key person helps the child become familiar with the setting, supports individual needs and develops an appropriate relationship with the child and family. For short holiday bookings, the practical arrangements will be proportionate to the length and pattern of attendance while still ensuring a clearly identified adult has oversight of the child’s needs.
The setting will maintain a regular two-way flow of relevant information with parents/carers. Where appropriate and lawful, and particularly for younger children or children with additional needs, The Lil Rascals may liaise with the child’s school or other primary provider to support continuity of care.
5. Staffing and supervision
For provision solely for children who normally attend Reception or older, the EYFS requires sufficient staff as for a class of 30 children, while leaving providers responsible for determining the staffing actually needed to ensure safety and welfare in light of activities, ages and needs. The Lil Rascals will therefore use staffing levels based on risk, needs, layout, additional support requirements and safe supervision rather than treating 1:30 as a target ratio.
Children will usually be within sight and hearing of staff and always within sight or hearing.
Staffing will be adjusted for outings, higher-risk activities, SEND/medical needs, intimate care and any known safeguarding risk.
People under 17 will not care for children unsupervised and will only be counted in ratios where the EYFS permits.
6. Safeguarding and welfare
The setting will maintain and implement safeguarding, whistleblowing, attendance/absence, medicines, complaints, health and safety, missing-child and uncollected-child procedures.
Staff suitability, DBS/barred-list checks, references, induction, safeguarding training and ongoing suitability will be managed in accordance with the current EYFS.
The setting will support and understand children’s behaviour appropriately, will not use corporal punishment and will record any physical intervention as required.
SEND arrangements, paediatric first aid, food/allergy safety, accident recording, emergency evacuation, visitor controls and risk assessment will be maintained.
From September 2026, the setting will have regard to DfE guidance on children’s screen use in early-years settings.
Registered childcare will not be provided from premises where a banned dog breed is kept or present, in accordance with the September 2026 EYFS requirement.
7. Watermore school premises
The Lil Rascals is a separate childcare provider operating from Watermore Primary School premises. The setting will liaise appropriately with the school about premises, emergencies, shared safeguarding information and site risks. The school’s policies do not automatically replace The Lil Rascals policies for children booked into The Lil Rascals provision.
Legal and guidance framework
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage: group and school-based providers (effective 1 September 2026), Department for Education.
Ofsted Early Years Inspection Toolkit and operating guidance (for use from 1 September 2026).
DfE: Changes to the EYFS framework from 1 September 2026.
DfE: Screen use guidance for early years settings.
Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026 (effective 1 September 2026), Department for Education - used where relevant as a good-practice benchmark because KCSIE is statutory for schools and colleges, not the primary statutory framework for this separately operated childcare provision.
Where legislation or statutory guidance changes, the current legal requirement takes precedence over this policy. Local safeguarding, public health and emergency advice will be followed where relevant.
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